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There is something blurred and indistinct
Antedating Heaven and Earth.
How indistinct! How blurred!

Yet within it are forms.

How dim! How confused!

Quiet, though ever functioning.

It does nothing, yet through it all things are done.
To its accomplishment it lays no credit.

It loves and nourishes all things, but does not lord
it over them.

| do not know its name,

| call it the Tao.

[Smullyan, composite verse including Chapter 25]
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The sage falls asleep not because he ought to
Nor even because he wants to
But because he is sleepy.
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The Tao has no purpose,
And for this reason fulfills



All its purposes admirably.
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[3] Geoffrey James: The Tao of Programming, In-
foBooks, 1986

[4] Geoffrey James: The ZEN of Programming, In-
foBooks, 1988
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[1.3] In the beginning was the Tao. The Tao gave
the birth to Space and Time. Therefore Space
and Time are the Yin and Yang of Programming.
Programmers that do not comprehend Tao are
always running out of time and space for their
programs. Programmers that comprehend Tao
always have enough time and space to accomplish
their goals.
How could it be otherwise?

[3.4] A manager went to the master programmer
and showed him the requirements document for a
new application. The manager asked the master:
“How long will it take to design this system if |
assign five programmers to it?"

“It will take one year,” said the master promptly.

“But we need this system immediately or even
sooner! How long will it take if | assign ten pro-
grammers to it?”

The master frowned. “In that case, it will take
two years.”

“And what if | assign a hundred programmers
to it?”



The master programmer shrugged. “Then the
design will never be completed,” he said.

ZENODODOD 40000, 3000000000
020000,0000000000000000
00000.0000000,0000000000
0,000000000000.

[4.8] A novice asked the master: “Is there Buddha-
nature in an ADA compiler?”

The master replied: “Have you ever noticed
that the NUL character is 000 in both octal, hex,
and decimal?”

Suddenly the novice was enlightened.
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[5] Gary Entsminger: The Tao of Objects, M&T
Publishing, 1991
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Ancient Chinese philosophers believed in a uni-
fying reality called the Tao. These philosophers
of the Tao, or Way, emphasized that the world is
not a static entity, but a dynamic process. The
objects that compose the world are reflections of
that process — in flux and ever-changing. Thus,
the ability to model or capture an object’s essence
is illusory; we really only capture a bit of it for a
short while.

A computer program is a process, a tool, a
way to model, capture, or simulate part of the
world. In traditional programming, static con-
cepts impose themselves on a dynamic world. It
becomes difficult to model the world or mod-
ify the model. Object-oriented programming is
a major step toward making programming and
the programs themselves dynamic. Using object-
oriented programming techniques, your can de-
sign programs that are better suited for modeling
a dynamic world, create and destroy complex pro-
cesses at both compile time and run time, and
design programs as if they evolved (which they
do).
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Tao Te Chip (0O OO0 Tao Te Chingd OO
ooooooo)

0l (D00o0OoOoOoooo10o0oO0oon)

The tao that can be tar(1)ed

is not the entire Tao.

The path that can be specified

is not the Full Path.

We declare the names

of all variables and functions.

Yet the Tao has no type specifier.
Dynamically binding, you realize the magic.
Statically binding, you see only the hierarchy.
Yet magic and hierarchy

arise from the same source,

and this source has a null pointer.
Reference the NULL within NULL,

it is the gateway to all wizardry.

1200000 120)

Graphics blind the eyes.

Audio files deafen the ear.

Mouse clicks numb the fingers.
Heuristics weaken the mind.
Options wither the heart.

The Guru observes the net

but trusts his inner vision.

He allows things to come and go.
His heart is as open as the ether.
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